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It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end
of February. We have already done a lot and there
is much more to come.

The 2008 Holly Banquet was January 26™ and
was once again held at Fisherman’s Inn south of
Elburn.

The video equipment functioned without prob-
lems, the raffle items were hotly sought after, the
awards portion was great fun and the dance floor
was filled.

No

Huntoon

Stables

party

would be

complete

without

Ralph,

who was

very

fashion-

ably dressed for the occasion as Ralphie from

Christmas Story thanks to Lisa Hardekopf.
We hope everyone enjoyed themselves. We are

already planning the 2009 banquet.

The
following
weekend
was the Mid-
America
Horse
Shows
Association
annual
awards
banquet.

This gala event is held at the Oakbrook Marriott

and ten riders and family members from Huntoon
Stables were in attendance.

2007 high point awards were presented with
Robin Lamb and Captain Ridgefield bringing home
the Country Pleasure Driving championship award.

Firelight Time and Rebecca Martin received the
18-38 Country English Pleasure reserve trophy plus
Rebecca won a large plush horse and candy from
the raffle table.

Carleton Huntoon was surprised when it was
announced that he had been inducted into the
U.P.H.A. Chapter 10 Hall of Fame.

On February 14-17 Melinda and Carleton, along
with Lissy Wedell, Monica Caporelli and Shane
Walsh, attended the 2008 American Saddlebred
Horse Association Convention and Youth Confer-
ence.

Held at the Embassy Suites in Lexington, KY,
the weekend was filled with meetings, awards
presentations, educational forums and field trips.
Lissy and Monica re-
ceived their Academy
Awards medals from the
2007 show season. As
members of the youth
conference, they traveled
with the other 159 youth
who attended from
around the country to two Saddlebred training facili-
ties, the ASHA Museum and had lunch at the fa-
mous Claudia Sanders Restaurant.

The convention ended Saturday evening with
the Saddlebred Ball and awards presentations. This
is a gala event with multi-media presentations and
live music provided by Swingtime.

Sunday
morning
provided
an
opportunity
for the
group to
travel back
to the
Kentucky
Horse
Park and
visit both
the

Saddlebred Museum and the main museum at the



park. KHP is home to a number of famous retired
horses and the two museums offer many interest-
ing exhibits. Of special interest to us was the fea-
ture at the Saddlebred Museum entitled, For the
Love of a Horse: Children and Saddlebreds. Of the
several hundred photographs in this exhibit, five of
them featured former and current horses and riders
from Huntoon Stables.

WINTER PARTY
Because we were gone over Valentine’s Day
weekend and could not hold our annual party, we
have rescheduled it to Friday, February 29™. Al
students are invited and there is no cost to attend.
It will be from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS
We will hold our first Craft Day on Saturday,
March 8 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Fee will be $5.00
Wear Green Bring Green day is Saturday,
March 15™. Pre-Advanced and Advanced groups
should wear something green and each rider

should bring a one-dollar bill for the Ride-A-Buck
contest.

Our Easter party is scheduled for Saturday,
March 22" from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. It is open to all
students and there is no charge to attend.

On this same day, Pre-Advanced and Advanced
group riders are invited to be part of Helmet Deco-
ration day. You can decorate you helmet any way
you wish with an Easter theme.

There will be a pre-advanced/advanced camp
on March 28 from 7:00 until 10:00 p.m. Fee is $30.

On Saturday afternoon, March 29, there will be a
camp for our Junior riders from 3:00 until 6:00 p.m.
and the fee is $25.

Our annual STABLE EVENTS CALENDAR will
be completed soon and will list all upcoming events
for the remainder of the year.

LESSON RATES

As our costs have continued to rise we have no
choice but to raise our lesson rates. Effective April
1, 2008, rates for once a week lessons will increase
to $140. per month and twice a week lessons will
raise to $250. per month.

The rate for students riding three or more times
per week will remain the same as it is, as will board
and training.

Junior rider lessons will remain the same for
now. We are looking at this program and will
probably make some slight changes in the entire
program in the next month. We are NOT discon-
tinuing the program.

HORSE SHOWS

The Spring Stable Show is scheduled for May
17 & 18, 2008. Set aside the dates now.

Away from home shows begin the second week-
end in April. We will hold a meeting on Sunday
evening, February 24™ at 6:30 P.M. for all students
and parents who are interested in riding in these
shows, or those who want to learn more about
them. We will cover what is available, what you
need to do to prepare for the shows, clothing
needs, membership requirements, costs, and more.

Some of you have already attended away shows
and there are a number of students who are ready
and could show with us.

If you have any interest in showing, please plan
to attend.



