
 
 

 
HOLLY 

BANQUET 
Everything 

happens for 
a reason. 
When 
Fishermen’s 
Inn closed its 
doors just 
ahead of 
Christmas we were forced to find a new 
location for our 2010 Holly Banquet. We were 
fortunate to be able to relocate to the Hilton 
Lisle and keep our January 23 date and 
maintain the same price for our students and 
families. And what a wonderful move it was! 

 We ended up with 123 reservations which is 
the largest event we have had. The room was 
beautiful, the A/V equipment was great, the 
staff was very nice to work with and the food 
was extremely delicious. 

Everyone enjoyed the video presentation 
and the awards 
program and 
many stayed to 
dance until the 
very end of the 
evening. Several 
families 
reserved rooms 
and stayed 
overnight, 

enjoying the pool and the Sunday morning 
brunch. 

Desdemona’s Chance was named Horse of 
the Year for 2009. You can read his write-up 
and view some of his pictures on our website 
at www.huntoonstables.com/Chance.html.  

Caitlin Wisniowicz won the 2nd Home award 
and Amanda Isoda received the Most Improved 
Rider honors. Meghan Howard took home the 
Broken award for having missed some lessons 
earlier in 2009 because she broke her ankle a 
second time, Robin Lamb received The 5 Thing 
award and thirteen people went home with their 
proudly earned  I’ve Fallen and I Can’t Giddy-up 

buttons commemorating their “biting the dust” 
achievements in 2009. Lauren Beck won Most 
Spectacular Dismount! 

The 2010 Participation Award went to Amanda 
Isoda and Katie Krasinski. 

 
Our 2010 Calendar of Events  is now 

available in the Viewing Room or online. It lists 
the shows and parades we plan to attend plus 
most of the other special events we participate 
in throughout the year. 

Events in the immediate future are a Scout 
Day on February 13th and 27th and our Winter 
Party from 7:00 to 10:00 P.M. on Friday, 
February 26th. 

The American Saddlebred Horse 
Association Convention and Youth Conference 
will be held February 18 thru 20 in Lexington, 
KY and the Illinois Horse Fair is scheduled to 
run March 5th thru 7th at the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds in Springfield, IL.  

The ASHA Convention is of most interest to 
those riders who are showing at away shows 
and who participate in the various ASHA Youth 
events that are available to all of our students 
(ask for details). 

The Horse Fair offers the opportunity to see 
a number of different breeds perform in 
demonstrations and there are a number of 
vendors for all types of horse related items and 
clothing. Check out their website at 
http://www.horsemenscouncil.org/HorseFair/.  

The weekend of March 13 & 14 is 
our Wear Green, Bring Green 
event for the Pre-Advanced and 
Advanced group lessons. You 
should wear green for the 

upcoming St. Patrick’s Day and you 
bring green ($1.00 bill) to participate in our 
version of Ride-A-Buck where you place a 
dollar under your knee at the beginning of the 
lesson and the rider who keeps their dollar in 
place the longest wins all of the dollars from 
their group. 

Our first away show of the year is in 
Cloverdale, IN on March 19-21. At this writing it 
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looks like we might have between six and eight 
horses and riders attending this show. 

March 27th is Spring Camp  weekend. The 
Beginning and Intermediate rider camp session 
will run from 3 to 6 P.M. and the Pre-Advanced 
and Advanced rider session will run from 7 to 
10 P.M. 

 
On the subject of horse shows, our 2010 

horse show policy and information meeting will 
be held at the stable on Sunday evening, 
March 14th, at 7 P.M. 

We will discuss the various shows that we 
plan to attend, the pricing and general 
requirements involved in attending shows. 

Horse shows are fun to attend but they are 
much more fun when you do well. Doing well 
does not necessarily mean placing high, 
although that is nice, but it does mean being 
able to enter the show arena feeling confident 
that you will be able to control your horse and 
be able to do whatever is required of you while 
in the class. 

The competition in these classes is usually 
strong, so if you do ride well you can consider 
that you did  well, regardless of your placing 
from the judge. 

In order to gain the confidence and 
experience to ride well in a show ring, you 
must actually ride  in a show ring and in 
competition  more than once or twice a year. 
You can learn how to ride and make you and 
your horse perform properly while at home, but 
entering the show ring adds another entire 
element to the equation and you can only learn 
to be a good “showman” by riding in shows. 

The Spring Stable Show is not that far off, 
either. Its time to begin thinking about what 
classes you want to be in and, if you are 
planning to ride in pairs or musical rides, you 
need to be planning and talking with your 
partner now! 

 
Pre-Advanced and Advanced riders should 

check out the Calendar of Events. There are 
several opportunities to earn extra credits or 
make-up lessons, depending on which class 
you ride in. 

 
The Mid America Horse Show Association 

Award banquet for the 2009 season was held 
at Drury Lane, Oakbrook, on February 6, 2010. 

Robin and Jerry Lamb; Kim, Kathy and 
Amanda Isoda plus Christopher Huntoon and 
Lisa Kendall attended and accepted their 2009 
season awards. 

Robin and Captain Ridgefield (Victor) won 
the high point for Country Pleasure Driving, 
Rebecca Martin took top honors for Adult 
Equitation; Royal Crest’s Variegated Stone 
(Roy) took home the championship for his 
rider, Allison Jordan, in ASB Classic Pleasure 
and Amanda Isoda won high point in 13 and 
under Junior Judging. 

Congratulations to all of our riders on an 
exceptional year! 

 
Remember to check our web site for 

updates and interesting information. We plan to 
add a links page in the near future to help 
direct you to some interesting web sites. 

If you have a favorite site that you think 
would be interesting for other riders to visit, 
please let us know and we will add it to our list. 

 
The Artists Stall  has not had any new 

additions lately. We will be taking all of the 
current drawings down before the end of 
February and scanning them for a permanent 
record. 

Once the board is empty you may submit 
new art work. We have heard many nice 
comments about the drawings over the past 
year. 

 
 


