
 
 
 

JANUARY CALENDAR 
02 – Holiday Camp 
17 – MAHSA Banquet Res. Due 
24 – Huntoon Stables Holly Banquet 
31 – Craft Day 4 – 6 P.M. 
 
FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
07 – Mid-America Awards banquet 
12-14 – ASHA Convention & Youth Conference 
28 – Craft Day 4 – 6 P.M. 
28 – Winter party 7-10 P.M. 
 
Another year is here and its cold outside but the 

2009 horse show season is only ten weeks away. 
There are a number of students who are capable of 
showing at away shows this year, so it’s actually 
time to begin thinking about your plans and your 
schedule. 

We will again have a meeting in early February 
for all students and parents interested in attending 
away shows where we can discuss details, proce-
dures, costs, etc. We will post a notice of the exact 
date. 

 
Thank you to everyone who left Christmas pre-

sents under the tree. Our time to send Thank You 
notes is limited, but we want you to know that your 
thoughts and gifts are sincerely appreciated. 

 
The American 

Saddlebred Horse 
Association has a 
program open to all 
members, youth and 
adult, called Saddletime. 
You keep track of the hours you ride in lessons, on 
trails, and at shows and at specified number of rid-
ing hours you will receive special recognition. 

ASHA also has other award programs that apply 
to students who ride in lesson programs. Ask us for 
details or visit their web site at www.asha.net. 

 
We are trying to get more make-up lessons in. 

Our schedule is full and we are still having trouble 
with early notification, so we need your help. 

Please!! Call as far ahead of missing a lesson as 
possible so that your time can be used for a make-
up. This benefits everyone, as all riders need 
make-ups at some time. 

We try to be very careful with our horse’s 
schedules so as not to overuse them – especially 

the beginner horses. Therefore, these lessons are 
the most difficult to make-up. 

Be sure we have your daytime, home and cell 
phone numbers where you can be reached at the 
last minute. Once Melinda’s lessons begin for the 
day she can not make calls for make-ups. 

We will be doubling up some lessons once in a 
while to help get more make-ups in. This also gives 
the students an opportunity to ride with another 
horse in the ring and make some new friends dur-
ing grooming time. 

We also need your help in keeping 
our lessons on time. We do our best to 
stay on schedule, but horses are not 
predictable, so everyone has some 

problems occasionally that require a 
couple of extra minutes, either during preparation 
or during the lesson, so every rider gets their turn at 
that. 

Some suggestions are to come dressed and 
ready, have your underpasses in place and but-
toned and pinned. Have your helmet, gloves, etc., 
ready to ride and have your hair pulled back in a 
pony tail and out of your face. Buy a watch or check 
the clock.  

Have your horse ready on time and be waiting. 
Don’t look in the viewing room to see what the 
other riders are doing. Do not gauge off the time 
the rider before you started. Some lessons don’t go 
as long as others. 

Come with a few extra minutes to spare to get 
ready, check sign-ups and talk to your friends. If 
you normally get your own horse ready, be at the 
barn a half hour ahead of your lesson time to clean, 
saddle and bridle and plan to stay at least that long 
after your lesson to properly put your horse away. 
The horses have been getting slighted some on 
their grooming and we need to correct that. 

If you normally do your own grooming and you 
don’t come in time, there is not always someone 
available to groom for you at the last minute. 

The Huntoons are already swamped with work 
so our older and more experienced students need 
to chip in and clean horses for lessons, sweep, pick 
up and help out instead of leaving bridles and 
equipment out, not grooming horses well enough or 
not taking proper care of equipment. 

Turn off the TV, put the phones away and be 
part of the stable. This is how we have always been 
able to get by without extra hired help which saves 
everyone money by keeping the lesson costs down. 
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Thanks to all of you who groom your own 
horses and sweep up after you are done. It 
keeps the barn aisle much more attractive 
and makes it nicer for the next person who 
wants to work in the same area. 

Remember  to put blankets back on 
the same as they were when you 
removed them. It is very important that 
all straps be attached and tightened 
properly so the blanket stays on the horse. We 
have lost three more blankets since the article in 
the December Huntoon Highlights. 

 
We have several Scout parties scheduled in 

January, February and March. We need helpers to 
lead horses and assist with grooming. If you have 
Melinda’s permission to 
assist with these 
programs and are avail-
able to help on Party 
days, put your name on 
the appointment board 
under the party helper 
notice. This is a way to 
earn extra lessons at no 
charge. 

 
Are you an equine artist or photographer? If you 

have an original drawing or photograph that you 
would like displayed, bring it to the stable and we 
will post it on The Artist’s Corner bulletin board. 

We can only post one item per person at one 
time and, preferably, on nothing larger than a stan-
dard 8½ x 11 sheet of paper. 

 
The 2009 Stable Events Calendar is being pre-

pared and should be available before the end of 
January. 

We do many special activities throughout the 
year and we list as many as we know about on this 
special form. 

It will be available in the Viewing Room. Please 
take one and check it regularly so you don’t miss 
any of the special dates and activities that the sta-
ble participates in. 

One of the events you will notice several times 
throughout the year are the parades that we attend. 
Any student is welcome to walk with us in any of 
the parades we are part of. There is a lot of prepa-
ration to take a group of horses to special events 
and extra assistance is always appreciated. 

In order to ride in parades you must be in the 
Advanced or Pre-Advanced classes or have 
Melinda’s permission. You must also have helped 
or walked in parades with us to earn the right to 
ride in them. 

Bow Grab is a game we play just after New 
Year’s Day in the Advance group lessons. We stick 
dozens of bows to the arena wall and riders see 
how many they can grab and hang onto during their 
lesson. 

They can only grab bows while trotting or canter-
ing – not while walking. The winner on Saturday 
was Lissy Wedell. Sunday’s winner was Cassandra 
Schramm. 

See a few highlights below.  
 

Top: Lisa & Wings after bow  -  Lisa with bow 

Middle: Angel & Kristin  -  Allison & Roy 

Bottom: Rebecca & Rhett  -  Cassandra & Oreo 

Right: Lissy & Galahad 

 

 
 
 

 
 

MAKE YOUR RIDING SHINE 
IN 2009! 


