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Cold weather is here. Dressing for winter 
riding does not mean you put a jacket on over 
a short-sleeved tee shirt! To help you enjoy 
your riding in the winter, here are some 
suggestions. 

Wear layers. Grooming is colder than riding 
so wear warm clothes that will keep you 
comfortable while you are getting ready, then 
remove one or two layers when you are ready 
to ride. Put the layers back on after you ride to 
avoid getting cold while re-grooming. 

Keeping extremities (head, hands, feet and 
neck) warm will make you warmer. Bring a hat 
or ear warmers. Wear heavier socks, but don’t 
make your boots too tight. 

Tight leather gloves can be cold in winter. 
Knit gloves, or simple garden gloves ($1.00 a 
pr.) are more suitable. Gloves should not be 
too large or bulky, as this makes the reins 
difficult to hold. Store your gloves in your 
helmet so you can be sure they come with you 
and put them back in your helmet or groom box 
so they go home with you. Do not set them 
down on a trunk, or elsewhere. 

Turtlenecks, scarves or a high zip jacket 
helps retain body warmth plus wearing long 
underwear or tights when it is extra cold makes 
a big difference. Wear your underpasses! 

Check before you leave home to be sure 
you have all your necessary clothing with you. 
When you leave the barn, please take a 
second and make sure you have everything 
you came with!!! 

 
There are new order forms in the Viewing 

Room for Huntoon Stables logo clothing. Our 
sweatshirts, tee shirts, polo shirts, fleece vests 
and jackets and more are available. We must 
have orders turned in by December 12 to have 
items back in time for Christmas. 

We can only order the black coaches and 
baseball jackets if we get at least six of them, so 
this will probably be the only order for these 
items this season. Other items may be ordered 
individually at any time. 

Order forms are inside the 3-ring binder. 

PLEASE!! Help us keep the horse’s blankets 
in good shape. New blankets are about $120. 
each. (Pretend that you bought the blanket.) 

·  Look at how the front is buckled before you 
remove the blanket so that it can be 
replaced the same way. 

·  When replacing a blanket, walk to the 
horse’s right side and make sure the 
surcingles are not twisted which can make 
them tear off more quickly. 

·  Check and see that they are buckled 
correctly, as you found them, Do not 
loosen them to put them on. 

·  Slanted surcingles buckle front to back, 
crossing under the horse’s body. 
Surcingles that are straight up and down 
attach front to front/back to back. If they 
are not attached correctly the blanket can 
fall off during the night, the horse will be 
cold and the blanket can be ruined. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Brush the blanket thoroughly before putting 
your horse away. 

Thanks for your interest in the horses, their 
equipment and the stable.  

 
The Fall Stable show was outstanding. We 

thought it was one of our best! 
Great classes, good rides and fun events all 

went together to make for a great stable show 
weekend. 

Our new Saddleseat Series Event was the 
culmination of showing in Pleasure Perfect, 
Working Pleasure and Pattern and the winner 
was Cassandra Schramm with Lissy Wedell 
being reserve. 

Cont. on page 2 
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The Horsemanship Championship medal 
winners were: 

ADVANCED 
Allison Jordan, Ch.  Rebecca Martin, Res. 

INTERMEDIATE 
Brooklyn Glavach, Ch.  Kristin Rhodes, Res. 

NOVICE 
Lucy Mellema, Ch.  Maya Ross, Res. 
The all fun School Challenge class for our 

high school, college and alums riders was won 
by Kristin Rhodes representing Rosary High 
School. 

Our high 
point winner 
for the 
weekend 
was 
Cassandra 
Schramm, 
Reserve 
went to 
Amanda 
Glavach with 
third being 
taken by Chelsea Kraft.  

Thanks to everyone for making this a 
wonderful horse show. 

 
There are two new Memory Books in our 

viewing room for the special horses that have 
left us in the past couple of years. 

There is one for our two draft horses, 
George and Onyx and one for our Morgan 
mare, Shamrock Alleluliah [Ali]. 

 
We would appreciate contributions of 

stories, thoughts and photos from anyone who 
would like to put a page in one, or both, books. 

These horses did many nice 
things for all of us and we would 
like to remember them. 

There are some of our books 
from the past in the Viewing 
Room if you need some ideas. 

 
 
 
 

A chilly Thanksgiving weekend saw the last 
two parades of the 2008 season. Both were 
evening parades with lights on everything, 
including the horses. They are very beautiful 
parades to watch. 

The Aurora parade was on Friday and our 
riders were Kim Merwin, Caitlin Wisniowicz, 
Katelyn Groom and Lisa Hardekopf. Cara, Leta 
and Amy Fulcher and Lissy Wedell were our St. 
Charles riders on Saturday evening. 

Walkers for the two days included Catalina 
Gomez, Kristin Rhodes, Claire Waldschmidt, 
Kaley Fulcher, Emily Catania, Brooke Schultz, 
Amanda and Brooklyn Glavach, Amanda Isoda, 
Amanda Sorensen, Shane Walsh, Monica 
Caporelli and Samantha Rankin 

 
The 2008 Illinois American Saddlebred 

Pleasure Horse Association annual hi-point 
awards presentation was held on November 30th 
at the Drury Lane Theatre and conference center 
in Oak Brook, IL. 

Our winners for this past season’s shows were 
Captain Ridgefield and Robin Lamb for Country 
Pleasure Driving and Country Pleasure Driving 
Championship; Rebecca Martin for Adult 
Saddleseat Equitation; Ridgefield’s Guardian 
Angel and Monica Caporelli for Country Pleasure 
13 and Under and Lissy Wedell and Monica 
Caporelli for Junior Judging. 

Captain Ridgefield also won the Country 
Pleasure Driving award from the Illinois Horse 
and Pony Breeders Association. 

 
SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec. 12 – Holiday party for all students 
Dec. 23-25 – CLOSED for Holiday 
Dec. 31 & Jan. 1 – CLOSED for New Years 
Jan. 2 – Holiday camp – Beginner thru Adv. 
Jan. 24 – Holly Banquet  – Come One, 

Come All! All students and families. 

Onyx George 

Ali 
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Huntoon Stables will have been in its 
present location for twenty years in February 
2009. Over the years we have started many 
new riders, most of whom were between the 
ages of six and eighteen. 

Most parents believe that this will be a 
passing fancy and their child will tire of riding in 
a short while. This is not necessarily so. 

Horseback riding is a great physical activity 
that can be carried on well into one’s senior 
years. Many students who started at Huntoon 
Stables are still involved with horses, including 
some who started in the ‘40s with Howard and 
Margaret Huntoon. Some have gone on to 
become professionals in the industry – some 
just enjoy being around horses, horse people 
and activities. 

Not everyone can, or should, become 
professional trainers and teachers, but there 
are many ways a person can be connected 
with horses through their job careers. The 
equine world is a $25.3 billion industry that 
employs 7.1 million people. Some careers in 
the horse industry provide daily contact with 
horses while others, such as feed or tack sales 
provide less direct contact. What are your skills 
and areas of interest? Think about this as you 
continue your education and plan your future. 

With this in mind, Huntoon Highlights will 
periodically tell about some of the many ways a 
person can be involved in the horse industry 
without necessarily having to own and care for 
a horse. 

Equine photography is a good example. We 
see professional photographers at most of the 
shows we attend. This is a highly specialized 
art form that not only involves contact with the 
horse industry but also provides a need for 
travel to many areas of the country. 

There are many other ways that 
photographing horses can be a livelihood. 
Photography is not only for the end user 
purchasing for their family but it's used for 
catalog covers, pharmaceutical ads, feed ads, 
T-shirts, mugs, everything and anything, etc. 
Many equine manufacturers use photography.  

In future issues of this newsletter, we will 
touch on some other ways to involve horses 
with your career – some that you may never 
have thought of. 

 

THE NIGHT THE HORSES SAVED CHRISTMAS  
I Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the bam.  
Not a creature was stirring, not even Walker. 
The wreaths were hung on the stall doors with care, 
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.  
The kittens were nestled all snug in their beds,  
'While visions of cat nip danced in their heads.  
And Melinda in her sweat shirt, and Carleton in his cap,  
Had just settled their brains for a long winter's nap.  
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,  
Bee sprang from the stall to see what was the matter.  
Away to the door she flew like a flash,  
Tore open the door and threw up the bar.  
The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow  
Gave the luster of mid-day to objects below.  
When, what to her wondering eyes should appear,  
But a beautiful sleigh, and eight beautiful reindeer.  
With a big old driver, so lively and quick,  
She new in a moment it must be St. Nick.  
When out of his mouth their rose such a clatter,  
“I need some help. Will you help me save Christmas? 
My reindeers are all lame; I don't know what’s the matter”,  
“We’ll help you, we’ll help” she called out real quick.  
We have eight driving horses to pull your sleigh, St. Nick,  
She went back and called out with glee.  
"Now Victor! now, Ga! now, Rhett and Nate!  
Now Chance! now, Wings! now, Danny and Roy!"  
Santa needs help; he needs it right now,  
Come out to the sleigh and help all you must.  
You must trade with the horses tonight you must, 
Into the barn and stay till I come back.  
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,  
And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name!  
"Now Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now, Prancer and Vixen!  
On, Comet! On, Cupid! On Donner and Blitzen!  
Trade with the steeds tonight you must,  
We have to save Christmas tonight or bust. "  
He was dressed all in fur, from head to his foot,  
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot.  
A bundle of horse treats, he had flung on his back,  
He gave out to all horses just by opening the pact.  
His eyes-how they twinkled! His dimples how merry!  
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!  
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,  
And a beard on his chin was as white as the snow.  
He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,  
And Orea laughed when he saw him, in spite of himself  
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,  
Soon gave Oreo to know he had nothing to dread.  
A problem we have, Wings said out load.  
The fog is too thick we can not see.  
Bee called out and said I know what to do,  
Hey Walker, we need you come quick please do.  
The horses they cannot see they are too tall,  
They need you to look under the fog.  
He put on a harness and took the lead spot,  
Tonight he will lead them for a safe journey.  
Santa sprang to his sleigh, to the team gave a whistle,  
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.  
But Bee heard him exclaim, as he drove out of sight,  
"Merry Christmas to all, the horses saved this night!"  
 
Author: Anonymous
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We do everything we can to keep our prices reasonable and, in most instances, we are even with or less that other stables in 
northern Illinois. One of the ways we can keep our rates reasonable is that we do not hire stable hands to maintain the barn and care 
for the horses. With twenty-seven horses, this is becoming more difficult. While a rate increase may have to happen, you can help 
prevent it or minimize it.  Pre-Advanced and Advanced students can save us a few minutes each day by: 

·  Picking up after yourself 
·  If you have a trunk, please close it, dust it and cover it before you leave. 
·  Fold coolers neatly and put them back where you found them. 
·  Put brushes, curry combs, etc. back where they belong. 
·  Hang your bridle back in the tack room before you leave. 
·  Hang up lead shanks and towels. 
·  If you brought your own grooming tools, take them with you when you leave. 
·  Pick up your clothes and belongings. 
·  Clean your old food out of the refrigerator. 
·  Voluntarily clean the refrigerator or microwave if you use them regularly, especially if you microwave uncovered containers. 
·  If you use the last spoon or fork, put more in the drawer. 
·  Sweep up after yourself in the aisle. Sweep shavings back into stalls. 
·  If a garbage bag is really full, lift out the bag, tie it shut, replace it with a new one and throw the full bag in the dumpster. Don’t just 

overflow the waste baskets onto the floor. Use the large garbage cans in the feed room for empty pop bottles and other larger 
items. 

·  Sometime, when there are no horses on crossties, have someone hold a horse in the aisle and sweep the cobwebs in their stall. 
Be careful not to scare an arena horse. Ask, if you are not sure it is a good time. 

·  When the aisle is empty, sweep cobwebs. 
·  Pre-advanced and Advanced students can volunteer to help with Scout troops, Park District classes and other special programs 

(you can earn points toward free lessons). Our ability to continue offering special programs is another of the ways we are able to 
keep our lesson rates reasonable. 

 
Remember to set aside Saturday evening, January 24, 2009 so that you and your 

family can attend our ���������	
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�Once again, it will be held at 

Fisherman’s Inn on Rt. 47 south of Elburn. 
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